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| Formerly publiſhed in Three Tra&s, 
and now comprized .in one, for the uſe of 

* Meat Believers, that they may ſtand faſt 8 3 
2 7 their Autient Faith, in theſe ſtaggering 4 


To which i is Saeed | | 
Phe Seas of two eminent Goſpel Miniſters 
6” 8 eſe weighty Points of Faith, to wit 
Mr. Thomas Grantham, and Dr. John Gale -of _ 
\Fblelled Memory. "3 1 
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4 A modeſt Inquiry into the Lawfulneſs 
of Making and Impofing of Creeds. 


! P 
HE Inquiry is two-fold ; Firſt, Whe- 
ther it be lawful to make CREEDS? _ 
_ 8 Secoridly, Whether it be lawful to 
8 impoſe them ? Vs ; 


To the firſt, I anſwer ; properly ſpeaking, 1 
think no Man can make a Creed, that is, a Thing 
or Propoſition to be believed. He cannot make 
that to be true which is falſe ; and that which 
is not true, , ought not to be believed; it is xo 
Creed. God makes the Creed; and Man declares 
it, according to the beſt of his Uaderſtanding ; and 
calls it a creed, a Thing to be believed: 


's 


But the Queſtion ſeems to me to be more 4ccu« 
rately ſtated, thus ; Whether it be lawful to com- 
Poſe Creeds, or Confeſſions of Faith, in other than Scrip= 
ture Words, whilſt we retdin the true Senſe of thoſe Ora- 
de FG Wop 
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7 3 This, is a Scruple with ſome, I think without 
_ auſe ; fox; I know none of them, who do not 
and,, approve of ſach Confeſſions . of Faith wh 
' » they are formed, | And if we may lawfully- uſe 
=_ ſuch; Gy not form ſuch? I know no Reaſon thidt , 
= + forbids the one more than the other, when juſt Oc- ; 
4 caſion requires it. And do they not iſe and approve 
of fo many of the XXXIX Articles of the Church 
of England, as the Law injoins them to ſubſcribe 
for their Liberty,?, And have they pot ſuch Ar- 
_ eee eee . y app and 
F ommend? How then can thole Men doubt of the 
L apfulneſs of forming ſuch Creeds that they own 
= ET  andJubſcribe?  5- 1 < *. 


Beſides: The common Conſent, and univerſal 
Practice of all Tarts of Chriſtians y antient and mo. 
dern, is ſo firm an Apology for the Uſe of Cyeedi, 
or * of Faith, formed in other than Scripture 

Mord,, that it may ſeem needleſs to .vindicate 
them. The Catholih; and Arians of old both had 
fuch Creeds, as well as ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians 
have ao. But if they did not think them Lawful, 
and ſometimes Needful, they would not fo uni- 
verſally form and uſe them - - 

Fe f Men would bind. us, in *xpreſſing. our 
Faith, to aſe no Word but what is found in Num- 
ber of Syllables in Holy Scripture, they would bind 
us to a hard Law, (as Mr. Calvin obſerves *) whereby 
is condemned, all Expofition that is not pieced together. 
with bare laying together of Texts of Scripture. And 
they would certainly bind themſelves to a hard 
Law too, which would tie them from Preaching, 
and Diſcourfing, and Writing of any Point of Faith. 
They might indeed read the Holy Scriptures, but 
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4. by no means expound, comment, or b 4 
ords 
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claring them to be true, aud therefore to bs believed\ 
which is the very thing they ſcruple and ſeem to 
ſtart at- 44 5 42 


but only declare it; ſo, in like manner, we call ſuch 
Forms of Faith, Confeſſions and Declarations of Faith. 
And in general they ate no more, but clear and 


manifeſt Expolitions of chriſtian metis Faith pro» 8 
unded amd laid dow in a certain Method; where- 


the Authors diſcover their Judgment concerning 
Points of the Chriſtian Religion, and make it know 
to the World, for clearing up divine Truth, (the 


Truth which God has revealed) for removing 
Reproach and Scandal, and for edifying ' the 


Churches in Truth and Peace. 2 
Neither did the noble Army of Martyrs that 
ſuffered under th& Arian Emperors, and the Papiſts, 
and other antichriſtian Tyrants, ever {gy,muech as 
pretend to make the Faith which they profeſſed, 
tho they declared and aſſerted it in other than Scrip- 
ture Words, agreeable to thoſe Divine Oracle 
and ſcaled their Faith with their Blood. "7; 
And ſush Comeſſtons of Faith ſeem to me to by 
as la w ful as Preaching, Diſputing Expounding, or 
giving the Senſe of the Holy Scriptures, from the 
Pulpit or Preſs, which all ſorts of Chriſtians do 
uſe, and is authorized byghe Scripturgs themſelves. 
N it is faid in Nehem. 8. 8. They real in the Book, 
in the Law of God diſtinfily, and gave the Senſe, and 
cauſed them to underfland the reading. Doubtleſs 
it's not only Lauful, but alſo our Duty go do ſo ſtill. 
To which Purpoſe we may ſeriouſly er theſe 
following Texts: Luke 24. 27. AH 9. 29. Aﬀts 15. 
2,7. Acts 17.19; Afts 18. 26, "Als 19. 8, 9, 10. 
2 Pet. 1. 15, 2 Pet. 3, I, 2, 15. Jud. ver. 3. with 8 
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As we do not take the Faith whict weipreach, . 
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LY 4 0 convert him, but not will or oppreſs him be- 
= &” cauſe of his Unbelief. 


cdWio abide in the Church: but we ſhould ſuffer him 


BY Pop Diſcipline, but no Diſcipline of the 
Church of Chri 3 If 
. An Apoſtate, if he deny the Faithgghro' Weak- 
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Now, if the Paſtors and Teachers in Chriſt's 
Church may illuſtrate the Meaning of holy Scrip- 
tures in familiar Forms of Speech, that are nôt 
expreſs Words of Scripture, why mayn't the ſame 
- Men aſſiſt one another with their various Gifts, and 
agree together to compoſe. Firms of Faith, wherein 
the ſame Meanings of holy Scriptures, which they 
reach and diſpute for, are expreſſed and divulged 2 

hat Reſaon can be urged to prohibit the latter 
rather than the former? I know of none. 
And I think what hath been ſaid may reſolve 
the Inquiry, and * ſufficiently manifeſt, That it's 
lawful to compoſe Creeds, or Confeſſions of Faith, in 
other than Sctipture Words, while we retain the 
true Sens, of thoſe Oracles of God. 


; = 3 
So I paſs to the next Inquiry, 7s it lawful ts 
impoſe ? 3 
In an to which, I freely declare, for my own 
part, That 7 ſee no reaſon; to impoſe them upon any 
| 3 neither, upon 2 ereticks, Apoſtates, 
nor Weak Believers ; and I know. of no other ſort 
-” People that are liable to ſuch Impoſgions. | 
I. If he be angyfidel; a Jew, Turk, or Heathen, 
that never believed in Chriſt; we ſhould uſe Means 
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2. An H. che firſt and ſecond Adm 11 


ck, after tx 
nition, is to be rejected; we muſt not ſuffer him 


to abide in the World, Marth. 13. 30, 38, 39. not 
driving him but of it with Fire and Faggot; that 
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neſs in Perſecution, or w. 4 ſtrong Temptation, 
ove by kind Uſage” 
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and whole ſom Advice, but neyer by Violence and” | 3 
Oppreſſan; unleſs he diſſemble thro Fear, and then I | 
he is but a Hypocrite, and no real Convert. 


5 


4. But if he be a Weak Believer, yet hes is a2 
Believer 3 tho he cannot underſtand Our Confeſſions 
of Faith, he owns and profeſſes the Truth in ge- 
neral which is explained in them; he is one of 
Chriſt's Lambs that muſt be fed, a Babe in Chriſt 
that muſt be cheriſhed ; we muſt receive him, Roms. 
14+ 1. and labour to perfet that which is lacking in his 
Faith, 1 Theſſ. 3. 10. om 4. 2 
This is my Judgment, concerning impoſing of 1 
Creeds, or Confeſſions of Faith of human Compoſure; , ĩñ 
and I have, upon divers Occafions, declared my felt 
to be againſt impoſing ſuch Creeds ; wherein I agrees 
with blefſed GRANTHAu, and many others, both <3 
antient and modern Writers of good Eſteem in = 
the Church. Mr. GrANTHAM ſaith, It is not I 
neceſſary to impoſe Words upon any Man, which God 
Binſelf bat not uſed, by which to make known himſelf. I 
I remember, ſome good Men that were at * * 
J. on a good Deſign, Fuly 17. 1706. decla _ * 
red themſelves in the fame Senſe, ſaying, I was :* 
their Opinion, That articles of Faith ſhould not be im * 
poſed upon any Church, as ſuch. Theſe were their CN 
ords, as they were occaſionally taken in Writing 
at the ſame time when they ſpake them. The7 
then ſpake that which hath — my declared * 
Judgment, both before and ſince, and is my judg- 
ment ſtill. | "x Wor 
Now, that my Self, and my Friends that are of 
my Mind, may not be miſunde in this Caſe, 
as tho we gave too much Liberty to the Growth 
of Error, I ſhall explain my ſelf after the ſame 
manner as I did at L——JFF Aug.6. 1712. in a 
Meeting of divers of my Friends, who were afſem- 


LS 


— 


* * © be permitted, and the 


083, we 
bli the Churches, to 


| bled with-g ple de to 
which they. 450 in ruth and Peace,, » | * 

ET Brethren, ( I look upon profeſſed 7 : 

» © rance, and. wilful Oppoſition, to * Ly te. 
4 © rent Things. 45 a Man believe and is baptized 


* in the Name of the Furber, and 1 the Syn, ang of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as One God, tho he be 2 
of ſome Terms that we ule to explain this Myſ- 
© tery, and profeſſes he is ant, and that he 
© does not underſtand 1% ords or Terms; I | 
© think we ought not to impoſe upon his Underſtanding, | 
but may, and qught to receive him to Com- 
c © munion as ſuch a ang that is weak in the Fajth, - 
© not racking him with Gultful Diſpuatigus, Ac 
© cording to Rom. 14. 1. 
But, on the cantrary, if a Man profeſs to un- 
© derſtand this Myſtery better than We, and wj/l 
* oppoſe and contradift our Confeſſions of . and 
12 a contrary Faith, n we believe ta he 


and diſhowourable to G nd dangerous to 
© the Souls of Men; this is nat ta be 0 this 
© muſt not be tolerated; we cannot ſuffgr this, if 
< we muſt coutend earueſth for the Faith auce deli- 


vered to the Saints ſuch things were never borne 
withal in the days of the Apoſtles, nor in any 


of the antiem Churches; neither 1. . ſuch things 
2. Faich be 
1 When 1 had explaingd. — ſelf to i ths rc 
the Brethren that were preſent ſeemed 19 
Vell pleaſed, and ſpake their Minds freely 40 
another, and concluded and agreed with one Con- 
ſent, That true ticles of Faith qug ht nas 10 beggppoſed, 
any more than We ought to impoſe that — weak 
People which they are not able to underſtand 
And the Dutgh Ripanſtrayts, (who are — far 
their great Moderation) are wary that Truth: be not 
— == a — — Len 
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nor Creed-Impoſers. 


ve hape an extenſive Charity, anda tender 
allow us to join in Communion wirh ſuoh Chriſ- 
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a 6 9 ) N 4 
0 bo eben wig to turn into 2 diſſolute 200d F # 
# irregular Licentioufneſs, whereby every Man may 
© uri we gw what. he pleaſe. For he as 
© much abuſeth Liberty, who too much at plea- 
©, fure looſeneth the Button thereof, as he who 
© faſtenath it too ſtrait. All Extremes are to be 
© avoided, and we to ſacrifice to Moderation, 
+ which conſiſteth in the midſt between Tyranny 
and a wild unbridled Licentiouſneſs. — For 
© there are ſome Things of ſo great weight aud m- 
+ ment, that they cannot be gainſaid, without th 
© extreme hazard of our Salgation. Freely to con- 
© rradif4 theſe, #or quietly to ſuffer them to be con- 
tradicted by others, would be the fartheſt from 
| , „ 
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© Prudence and Charity poſſible.” 


I hope now I may take the Comfort, that upon 
the Publication of this, both I and my Brethren 
that are of the ſame Faith and-Fellowſhip' with me, 
mall obtain the, Vote of all ingenuous and chari- 
table Chriſtians,” That we neither are Creed-Makers 


Why mayn't their own Preachers be as truly call 
Creed-Makers as any Body elle, ſeeing they draw 
Inferences from the Scriptures, and aſſert Do&rines 
in their own Words, which they believe to be ac- 
copging to the Oracles of God, and deliver them to PY 
the People for undoubted Truths? Why ſhould they * 
condemn that in others, which they allow fri 15 
ſelves? Will they not indicate that which the 
preach, and believe to be Truth? And why mayn't 
we? Let them allow that to Others, which they 
would enjoy Themſelves. As They would not be 
impoſed on, let them not impoſe upon Us. Tho 

ard 


to the Good of all Mankind, yet I hope they will 


tiatis only, who weÞbelievejare ſound im the Faiths ® 
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* Een 
ſeeing we are of Opinion, That dur Nulouſbip it 
Pounded in our Faith. Bat if àny ſhall {ſe anll 
contradict our Faith, and ſhall introduce u Ma- 
tive Faith in oppoſition to ours; I hope they will 
not ſo far impoſe upon our Conſciences, as to con- 
ſtrain us to unite in Church-Fellowſhip with ſuch 
Perfons. We ſhall not impoſe upon Them, but leave 
them to their Liberty, and pity and pray for Them, 
and with them no Harm, but Good; and ve de- 
fire they would be as kind to Us. 


| Thus have I delivergd my Mind in a few Words, 
in the Uprightneſs of my Heart, as the Lord hath 
enabled me, to ſer Things in a true Light, and to 
ſtrengthen ſome weak and wavering Chriſtians, in 
this ſhaking and critical Juncture. I pretend not 
to prop the ſtrong, nor teach the wiſe, they have 
no need of my Labours: But if God bleſs theſe 
poor Endeavours to the Stability, Comfort, and 
Edification of the poor in ſpirit, I ſhall rejoice in 
the day of the Lord, that I have not laboured in 
vain. 4 | 0A FOE.) c 
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The Plain Man's REPLY to a Socinian 
P ANA. e 

n 
XS you have ſent me a Paper: to peruſe, and 


deſtre me to return it, with: my Opinion: 
Thefe may therefore acquaint you, that [have 


read it over, and am griev ch to find ſuch Learned 


Men as your Author 3 
e 4 | | ec 
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the clear Light thit ſhines manifeſtly in the Holy 


Scriptures, before the Eyes even of the Vulgar, {0 
that poor plain People can diſcern it at the firſt 
view, whilft Learned Men gaze themſelves blind. 
But it's no new thing with God to hide Soul-ſaving 
Truths from the wiſe and prudent, and to reveal 
them unto Babes: Johu 5. 13, 14. Mat. 11. 25, 26+ 
with Iſa» 29. 14, 18, 19. 1 Cor. 1. 19, 20. Chap. 
2. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Chap. 3. 18, 19, 20, 21. 

As to. the Antiquity of Chriftian ty, (which your 

uthor has always in view) it's no new nor ſtrange 
Doctrine. No righteous Soul, from the Beginning, 
to the End of the World, was, is, or will be ſaved 
without Chriſt, that's an indiſputable Truth; I 
know of no Chriſtians that deny it: But why this 
ſhould be brought as a Bar againſt Chriſt's Exiſtence 
from Eternity, I know not. For what plain-mean+ 
ing Chriſtian, think you, by _—_— John 8. 58, 
could gueſs our Saviour meant, In the Divine 
«© Confſtitution/I am ABRAaAHaAm's Predeceſſor; 
« or, Before ABR ARAM was] am in real Exiſtence 
« in my Day,” (as your Learned Author gloſſes 
upon the Place?) Certainly ſuch Speculations arg 
only for Learned Men; for no vulgar Eye can dife 
cover them, but rather take our Lord in the ſame 
Senſe as the Fews did, to whom he ſpake at that 
time, who ſuppos'd he ſpake Blaſphemy, and there · 
fore they took up Stones to caſt at him, as they 
did alſo for the ſame Cauſe in John 10. 31, 3263. 
becauſe be being a Man, and no more than a Man 
in their Opinion, made himſelf God; thK is, He 
had ſaid God was his Father, and his Father and 


He was One, which they took to be one in Nature 


＋ N which had been real Blaſphemy indeed, 
if He had not been very God, 1 Jahn 5. 20. and 
it was for this ed Blaſphemy, that they 
would have ſtoned him. So likewiſe d hen be ſaid, 
Before ABR AuAM was 1 ain, they ſuppoſed he 
W | B 2 blaſphemed 
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blaſphemed in aſſerting his DEITY, or elſe why 
ſhould they take up Stones to ſtone him? Certainly 
they did not take him for a Mad-man, that 
ſpake at random; if they had, they would rather 
have pity'd him ; - but they thought him to be an 
arrogant, blaſphemous Man, that made himſelf 
equal with the Eternal God, in ſaying, Before 
ABRAHAM was IAM: Therefore they had a 
Purpoſe to ſtone him. Thus plain People under: | 
ſtand the Text as the Fews did, that our Savious 

meant it of his Pre-exiftence as God: $0 before 
Abraham was He was, and is the ſame ſtill, with 
out any Change in that reſpe& in which he = 
not I was, or 7 ſhall be, but, I am; to ſignify the 
fixedneſs of his Being, which can only be true in 
reſpe& of his DEITY, for his Humanity was ſub- 
ject to Mutation, but the Godhead is not, accord- 
ing to what God himſelf, ſpake unto Moſes, Exod. 
3. 14. IJ am that Tam; I am hath ſent, Cc. not, I 
vas, or I will be, or I ſhall be, but, I AM, to ſignify 
the Unchangeableneſs of the Divine BEIN, 
which is alſo ſignified by the glorious and great Name 
SG EHOVAH, which is given to our Saviour, Fer. 
23.6. and is an incommunicable Name of God, 
Pſal. 18. 31. and 83. 18. So our. Lord ſays of him- 
ſelf, Rev. 1.8. I am (not I was, but 1 am) Alpha 
and Omega, the Baginniug and the Ending, ſaith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, 
the Almighty. This ſeems to. be a Comment upon 
that GZ EHAT NAME, thats includes all Time, 
paſt, — and to come, and is ſpoken by our Sa- | 
viour to his Servant Jobn, (as farther appears by 

reading ver. 11. and ſo on to ver. 19.) which ex- 
actly harmonizeth with Heb. 13. 8. Jeſus Chrift, the 

ſame Teſterday, and to Day, — fer ever, Theſe | 
—— very plain and eaſy to ſuch as are 
humble and poor in Spirit, who, with St. Thomas, 
are not faithleſs, but belieying, That Chriſt is Fa 
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Lird and their Cod John a0. 27,48. Let the Wiſe 
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and the Learned Tre ſo affected oftentimes with 
ſublime Speculations, that ſuch plain Things are 
ſooliſn to them, 1 Cor. I. 21. 870 8 

Thus John the Baptiſts Teſtimony of Chriſt, (in 
Mat. 3.11. Mark. 1. 7. Luke 3. 16. John 1. 15, 39.) 
your ſoaring Author is not Willing to underſtand in 
the common and plain Senſe of the Words, which 
is obvious to true / Believers and vulgar Readers, 
but finds an Interpretation that ſuits better with 


eat Wits and high Learu'd Men, as if the Baptißß 


ad ſaid, He was before me, becauſe in this 
« Divine OEconomy of Things he was my Pre- 
eminent.“ This is his learned Interpretation! 
But what if we ſhould underſtand ' John ſpeaking 
to this Purpoſe, He that cometh after me is. mightier 
than I, becauſe heis Mos Tr MIGSH , Eſal. 45. 3. 
The MicnTy Gop, Ia. 9. 5. Gop over 
ALL; Rom. 9. 6. The ALMIGHTy, Rev. 1. 8. 
and therefore mig htier than I, betauſe he is migbtier than 
all Men and all Angels, Iſa. 45. 22, 23 · (compared 
with Phil. 2. 9, 10, 11. and with Heb. 1. 6.) Tho, as 
he is Man, 1 was born before him, and I am to go before 
him to prepare his way, Mat. 3+ 3- Luke 1. 76. Tet 


* whereas he im Gop INcARNATE, 1 Tim. 3. 16, 


needs be my P& B-EMINENT, that ir, PRE-EM1-" 


and was IN THE BEGINNING' WITH®Gop; 
and WAS Go p, BY WHOM ALL THINGS 
WERE MADE, 1 John 1. 1, 2, 3. Cl 1. 15, 19, 
17. Heb. 1. 10. Therefore he muſt needs be before me, 
who [is J the Firſt-born of every Creature, and [is] 
before all things, wo was wiTH HE FATHER 
BEFORE THE WQRLD WAS, John 17.5. and 
BY WHOM THE WORLDS WERE MADE, 
Heb. 1. 2. He is preferred before all Men and Angels, 
John 3.31. Heb. 1.4, 5, 6, 7, 13, 14. and I mnſt 
and will confeſs that he is preferred before me, and muſt 
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* ER to il Min and Aeli Col. 1. 18. r Cor: 
15. 27. Heb. 2. 5. 1 ao 224.2 i Phy 
* Now, it Jobhm ue Baptiſt had ſpoken all this, 
. 1 and much more to the ſame Purpoſe; in magnifiing 
and glorifying the Prince of Life, Acts 3. 15. and 
| Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. 2. 8. Jam. 2. 1, had he not 
bl we” 3 the plain Truth accgrding to the Scriptures? 
| nd did this not ſuit with his Miſſion? See and 
| conſider, John 1.6, 7, 8, 9, 10." Why then ſhould 
i vain Men, by ſtrength of Wit, ſeek to find out 
A foreign Interpretations, that neither ſuit with the 
1 nuine Senſe of the Scriptures, nor with the com- 
El! - mon Underſtandings of docible Minds and true Be- 
| lievers > But vain Man would be wiſe, tho he's 
born as the wild Aſs's Colt, and aims by ſearching 
ſt to find out God, to find out the Almighty to Per- 
fection; but it's too hard a Task, Fob 11+ 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12. and when a Man is vainly put up by 
his fleſhly Mind, he intrudes into things which 
= he hath not ſeen, and his Fancy rambles and en- 
HH tangles him in the Labyrinths of Error, Jſa. 44- 
20. Col. 2. 18, 19. 4 | 
But why ſhould poor ſinful Mortals employ their 
Wits to eclipſe the Glory of their ALMIOHTY 
Savon, to diminiſh his Worth, and deprive * 
themſelves of à well · grounded Hope of Salvation? 
The Conſideration of theſe Learned Miſchiefs do 
heartily grieve m. 
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Rut having ſhewn my — which was all 
< you requeſted, without farther Enlargement at 
c preſent, I bid you Adiew.” 
| Note, The aforeſaid Paper was ſent to the Au- 
thor by a neighbouring Clergyman who took 
* * P 
A 
5 | F RF 
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We 


1 0 0 Was a firſt written to 

) Þ Te vate Uſe; yet {aries for, pri 
{9 vera Vtiliy of it in the preſent 
N bor | ee, the Author has been 
© riduced to reviſe ſe it, and fit-it for 
. ballet as, and ſend it to the Preſs, with- 
aut namin g the Perſons. who are particularly 
— 4 in it. It's only the Merit of the 
Cauſt that ir — unto. 2 the Author 

ra its aceeſs, in ing to ſtem 
e 0 2 rror 2515 NE. 2 
the whole | fon The judicious READER 
zyill obſerve, ſome T autologies, which his Can- 
dour will readily exeuſe, when he obſerves 
how naturally the Queries produced them, and 
how incident they are to ſome Perſons. 


Note, Since theſe Anti- Queries dem 
liſbed, the Partys are reconciled; there- 
fore their Names are to be concealed, 
whilſt the Doctrine remains for the be- 


ne fit of Lale. 


Vate | 


Aae een. 
Friend of the Author's having particularly | 
examined the Scriptures quored 1 in the enſu- 
ing Lines, and finding em very pertinent 
to the Vatter in hand, we intreats the Rea- 

dier allo to examine em as they occur in the reading. 


Certain 


Certain TRINITARIANS 22255 
. for deſerting the Miniſtry of their Paſtor : 
* In ſome Anti. Queries to certain Queries; . 


Wherein Inquiry is made 


Whether | it be Juſtifiable for the People who for- 
merly own'd a Man for their Paſtor, to abſent 
from his Miniſtry, for the following Reaſons ? 


LESSZIERE Hether it be juſtifiable from the 
one 2 Fa for any Per- 
"ks ſon or Perſons, to exclude, or 
| abſent from their Paſtor, be- 
LRN cauſe he believes that one Perſon, 
vn the Father sf Cr, is that One Supreme God of | 
the Chriſtian Religion? 
Anti- FF Hether thoſe People who Have * 
Query 1+ U. ſented from him, do not own the 
"IP Scriptures of Truth to be their only 
Rule of Faith and Practice ? And, whether they 
are not more able, by that Rule, to juſtify their 
forſaking his Mioiſtry, than he is to juſtify his for- 
ſakin og ho 4 ormer Faith? And, whether it be not 
as juſtifiable, by that Rule, for a People to chooſe a 
new, Miniſtry, as for their Paſtor to chooſe a new 
Faith? And, whether they deſert his Miniſtry, 


becauſe he believes God the Father is ſupreme God? 


And, whether the themſelves do not alſo believe 
that the Father is ſupreme God; and that the Son 
and Moly Ghoſt i is ſo alſo 75 the Unity 0 of the «ns 
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Miniſtry, becauſe of his pr 


* 


„„ 
Godhesd? How then cat he fairly ſuggeſli bat they 


have foffaken his Miniſtry, for hisbelieving that the 
Father is ſupreme which ne 5 believ 


- 


e 
and profeſs? And, whether the true Cauſt of their 
forſaking his Miniſtry, is not, betauſe he exeludes 
the Son and Holy Ghoſt from being ſupreme God 
in the Unity of the ſame Godhead with the Father ? 
And, whether the word char in this Query, be not 
a relative word? But what afitecedent hath it ? 
What ſupreme God had he been ſpeaking of before, 


which vccaſons him to fay ſrhat] ſupreme God? &c. 


Query 2. Or, Becauſe he profeſſeth Ignorance in the 
Abſtract Metaphyfical Nature or Eſſence of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit ; and ſo dare not affirm, neither 
what, nor hot they are in Efſence?  ., * 
Anti-Q.2. Who ever quarrel'd with him, for his 
profeſſed Ignorance in Things which are not revealed? 
Or, who ever oppoſed him about the ara Meta> 
?hyfical Nature or Eſſence of the Father, Son, ad 
Holy Spirit? On, who ever us'dthifſe Phraſes but 
the learned Philoſophers and Diſputers of this 
World, who 'wou'd. ſeem to be wifer: than other 
Men, and indeed wiſe above that which is written? 
And whether ſuch Phraſes are not above the Capa- 
city of the Vulgar; and more apt to confound well- 
minded Chriſtians, than to edify them in the Faith 
of Chriſt 2 And can they that uſe them, explain them 
themſelves in familiar Expreſſions, eaſy to be un- 
derſtood by ordinary People? If not, are they not 
Barbarians to the Vulgar, and ſpeak mere Nornſenfe ? 
Therefore, is it not better to avoid ſuch rumbling 
Words, and content themſelves, that the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt are one God, and their God, 
in whoſe Name they are baptized, and whom they 
worſhip.and obey? And are not the Words of Hu- 


\ bakkuky Chap. 2. 4. and the Words of Paul, 1 Cor. 14. 


9. more uſeful to us than ſuch hard Words? 

But if he affirnis, That, the People deſerted his 

ofeſſed Ignorante, in Things 
x which 


7 | bY 


Son, 


0 5 5 
which they profes Ruurante in themſelves, and never 
ho. he ſhould know and profeſs ; - doth he . no- 
iouſly wrong dem in Maler of Fact ꝰ And is not 
this done, to —— them odious, without any juſt 
Cauſe o Ground for ſo doing? But who that is judi- 
eious will give credit to Men that labour to dlacken 


faithful Perſons, by falſe Report? 


» Quevy 5:-Ov," becauſe be believtr-the Father, Sb, and 
22881575 Nintt Beings, and nor menericall 


-. Thiie Inet Rü From what grounds 
does he Believe this? Who told him that the Father, 
and Holy Ghoſt are Three diſtin& Beings ? 
Where did he read this? The Holy Scriptures ſhew us 
plain enough, that they are Three Perſons diſtioguiſh- 
ed one from another ; but 'where does he find that 
they are Three diſtin& Beings Is not numerically 
Due, One in Number? And is not God One in Num- 
ber? (Aſark 12. 29.) Or how many Gods are there 
for us to worſhip and obey? If there be Three diſt inct 
Beings in the Godhead, muſt it not unavoidably fol- 
lo by conſequence, chat thete are Three Gods? 
For can the Being 


of God be more than One? Bat 
did the — aofert his Miniſtry, becauſe of his Er- 
rer in believing that which never was, nor can be 
prod That che Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft are 
'diſtin& Being, Or, was it not rather for his 
reaching, than believing that erroneous Doctrine? Would 
his dekeving ſo in his Heart, (for with the Heart Man 
believerh) 2 3 and diſturbed the People, and 
cauſed them to forſake his Miniſtry, if he had not ut- 
* with his Mouth ſuch unſavoury Doctrine, and 
that for Truth, which they believe to be Error? 
nd w berber every One ht not to take heed that 
no — deeeive them? Bur if a people find that their 
ſtated Preacher, yea, Paſtor, or an Angel from Hea- 


ven, teach them falſe Doctrine to ſeduee their Souls, 


may they not forſake ſuch" a Preacher, and provide 
better for themſelves? Nay, is it not their bounden 


C 2, Duty 


1 


(2000 
Duty ſo to do? [See Mar. 24. 4. Gal. 1. 8,9. 2 Joby 
ver. 8, 9, 10, 1.) | ht woe init 30 U 
Query 4. Or, becauſe he balie ves the Father 10 le - 
preme God, and worſhips bim only a ſucb, and Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son. to be the Mediator between Cod and Man, 
and worſhips him alone as ſuch, at the Command and ta tha 
Glory of God the Father? | rd: ett Kitt 
Anti- Q. 4. Whether this be not in effe& the fame 
with his firſt Query? And whether he might not have 
put this and that both into one, and ſaved him and 
my ſelf ſome labour? But ſeeing he worſhips God 
the Father only as ſupreme God, and God the Son 
only as Mediator; Lask, for what reaſon do all the 
Holy Angels worſhip the Son, ſeeing they kept their 
Station, and needed no Megiater, as we do? Hath 
5 Son of God no other Right or Title to Divine 
Worſhip, but as he is Mediator ? Is he not the Crea- 
tor of all things? Do not Angels as well as Men owe ' 
their Creation to him ?. And are not Men and Angels 
obliged to worſhip him on that account? Were not 
all things made for him, as well as by him? Col. 1. 16. 
And is he not worthy to receive Glory, and Honour, 
and Power, who created all Things, and for whoſe 
Pleaſure they are, and were created? Rev. 4. 11, 
And do we not owe Divine Worſhip to bim, becauſe 
he made us ? P/al. 95. 6. Or is there any ſuch thin 
as Mediatorial Worſhip diſtinct from Divine? If Chril 
our Mediator is worſhipped, is it not becauſe. he is 
God as well as Man, à Divine Mediator? For Who 
ſhould receive Divine Worſhip but God alone? Wor- 
ſhip God, Rev. 22. TITS % 03 854.53 TIED 
But if this Man does not believe that Chriſt is 
ſupreme God in the Unity of the Godhead with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, nor will worſhip him 
as ſuch, but ſtrives toturn away the People from 'wory 
ſhipping him as ſuch, whilſt they believe he is really 
and truly ſo; have not thoſe People juſt Cauſe to dey 
ſert his Miniſtry, as one that would pervert” theix 


Souls, and turm them from worſhippjog che N 


. 1 


\ 
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true God ? 1 Jobn 5. 20. Can fincere 


his Miniſtry; his denying the Unizy.of of the Gadhea 


( It '} | 
20; 28. their own God? Pſal. 67:6. the 
Chriſtians bave 
a greater Provocation, ora juſter Cauſe, at leaſt in 
their own Apprehenſions, to torſako the Miniſtry of 
ſuch A Teacher? 

5. Or, becauſe he 1 ad teaches, tha the 
Father and Son, are One in Concord: and. Agreement of 


God 2 Jabn 


Mind and Mill, the One in the Care and Pre ſer vation of © 


the Church, the One in their Evidence to the Truthof the 
Goſpel which: the ne Rant tho he n e of 
their Eſſence)? 

Anti- O. 5. Who edurradias this Mani in, bis bella, 
ing and teaching, that the Father and Son are of one 
Mind and Will in the Care of the Church? Or in theix 
Evidence to the Truth of the Goſpel? Or who has 
forſaken his Miniſtry, for his ſo believing ar teaching, 
or for his being ignorant of the Eſſence of God 2. 1 
gut is not the true Cauſe: of | their: departing from 


in the Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, whilſt 
they have been taught, and do heartyl ybelieve, That 
the Father is God, and the Son is God, and the Holy 
Ghoſt is God, and yet that there is but One God; 


and fo worſhip the Trinity in Unity, and the Unity 


in Trinity, neither cpnfounding the Perſons, on dir 


viding the Subſtance? 


But is the Unity which he belicyes and teaches 10 
be in the Father and the Son, any other, or greater 
than ĩs. to be found in good Angels, and Men, 
who are one in Concord and Agreement of Will, to 


love and ſerve God? What! Is: there no nearer Uni- 


ty between the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Great Creator, and Glorious Conſervator 
of all Things, than may be found in poor finite Crea- 
tures ꝰ Wonderful! That the Father is Creator, who 
will deny? And that the Son is ſo, is it not as evi- 

dent from Holy Writ, as tho it had been written 
with a Beam of the Sun? (See Jobn 1. 3. Col 1. 16.) 
"a is it not as plain chat the > Holy Ghoſt is ſo? 7 


(22) 
Job 26. 13. & 33; 4) But hom many Creators have 
we? Did not He that made others, makes me? And 
did not One faſhion us in the Womb? Are not the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, tho diſtinguiſhed, yet 
One undivided Creator? Is not HE, that — 
Thi ; God? Heb; 3. 4. And is H E, who is the 
| — HE that made all Things? And who is 
dur God, any more than Ore And. who dare fay, * 
| That the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are no more 
1 One, than Angels, and good Men are Oe Are 
1 not theſe Three God: > And is not the Godbead of 
1 the Father, and of the Son, aud of the Holy Ghoſt, 
all one, the Glory equal, and the Majeſty co- eternal? 
It is eaſy to diſtingaiſh the Perſons, — h N 
1 — to divide the Godhead Fit 1 59 03 Sure: 


= Query 5. Or, Becauſe he con i, Ses in 6 Pere 
fonal Confederation, believes, that h 


ever he was Som, 
2 is 4 On, or how long ſover he 
Gath been a Son; het, as a Sn to God his Huber, he was, 
as fath, fiber ditiatd to God his. Father, ubo is Suprenae, 
und his God, or Governor 3 ad the So 9 N 
bis Father ?' ; 
Am- O. 6. Who. among- the Trimitavians finds faul 
with kim, for confidering the Son as a'Perſon diſ- 
rin& from the Father, and the Father, «s Father,. Sur 
eme, and the Son, as Son, Subordinate ;-if he there- . 
implies only a-Difference'of Order, and no Iuferio- 
| rity, or Inequality of. Nature? And whether Dru 
0 terland has not ſet this Caſe in a true Light, in his 
4 Defence of ſome Queries, pag. 290, 300, 302, 447 and 
11 in his Preface to his Eight Sermons; p. 16, 177 

And as for the Son's being obedient to the Win 
of the Father, and the wiſe and juſt Reaſons of all 
that the 'Son undertook to do, and did finiſh, and 
what the Father promiſed to him, and his, upon his 
ſo doing, and all the reſt that was tranſacted: between 
the Father and the Son, before the Null began, ac- 
coding to his own Purpoſe and Grace, his Eternal 


i Purpoſe, which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus, ** 
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he hath abounded ** us, in all Wikdoar and _ 
dence ; Who will ever be able to ktiow or unckreey 
choſe. Secrets, the Myſtery of the Divine Will, till all 
chat is 2 ww . * — 5 we 
ſeven Seals, y open EX 
ſhould we not be willing co Ray till then, before we 
determine why the Son of God took upon him the 
Form of a Servant, and was his Father's Servant, and 
humbled himſelf, : and became obedient to Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs? 5 

In the mean time, I it not our Mien to c- 
knowledge with thankfulneſs the Love of God the 


ook and to | adons this Bleſled Trinity in — 44 
and Unity in Trinity, till Faith be turned into Viſion, 
and we come to know as we are known ? 

And as for God the Father be ing the God of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, What Myſtery is there in that; 


he was the Son of Man, made a little lower 
than the Angels, for the ſaffering of Death ? If he was 
made a little lower than the Angols, who were created 
by him; what wonder is it, that he ſhould be lower 
than God his Father, as he was a Man, and God the 
Father ſhould be his God, inaſmuch as he was born, of 
a Woman? Tis true, he was very God, and thought 
it no Robberyto be oqual with h God: But who knows 
not but that he was God in the Fleſh, very Man, as 
well bas very God, Fleſh of our Fleſh, and Bone of 
our Bone ? And conſilleredas Man, how ſhould it be 
otherwiſe, bathe muſt have a God ? But was he nor 
in a higher Station before? And is nat his taking 
2 che Form of 4 Seruant, and being DES - 
| ſhion 
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| God? 1 Cor, 1. 24. Who knoweth all Things ? John 


28: )' 


TI 347; i AO . g | 
Falun of a Man, counted a part of his Hurbiliatiag 
Phil: 2-:5,'6, 77 8. {iT 91713 IQ e 419 OW 3 4 0h 
But if he had not aſſumed the Human Nature, who 
Vould have been his God? That he had à Father be- 
Lore, 6 
ho would have been his God, if he had never been 
Man, tell me who can? „ SH 


' % 4 


yea, from Eternity, the Trinitgrians allow. But 


Query 7. Or, Becauſe he believes the Sm to be God, 
meaning Ruler or Governor, by the Will of thi Father, 
over all Things in this World, or that which is to come; 
over Angels, Men, and Devils, and that he exerciſes his 
Government in a way of Righteouſneſs, agreeable to the 


Commands of his God? 


Anti-Q. 7. Who is offended at him for believing that 
the Son of God is God ? Or, becauſe he believes that 
Chriſt is Governor, by the Will of the Father? Or, 
becauſe he believes he is Univerſal Governor? Or, 
becauſe he believes that Chriſt exerciſes his Govern- 
ment righteouſly, according to the Mind of God the 
Father? But is not he that is really and truly God, 
more than only Ruler or Governor, becauſe he ſays 
God, meaning Ruler or Governor ? Does not the Scrip- 
ture-Notion of a Perſon that is truly God, include, 
1ſt, Power and Might irreſiſtible ? Deut. 10. 17. Job 
9. 13. 2dly, And perfect Knowledge ? Job 36.4. 3dh, 
And Eternity? Deut. 33.27. And 4thly, Unchange 
ableneſs? Mal. 3. 6. And 5thh, preſence ? Pſal. 


139.7. And 6thly, Creative Powers ? Jer. 10. ver. 10, 


11. And 7thly, Independence, and nereſſary Exiſtence ? 
Exod. 3. 14. Is not this a great deal more than only 
Rule or Governmnet. | 1 27174 
And hath not the Son of God all theſe Attributes 
of the True God ? Firſt, Had he not Power and 
Might irrefiſtible, who had Power to lay down his Life, 
ns take it again? John 10. 17, 18. - *Tis true, he 
ſaith, This Commandment have I received of my Father : 
But who gave him the Power to do it? Secondly, And 
hath not he Perfect Knowledge, who is the Wiſdom of 


I% 
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to, 0 17. And hack Aenne ef WA 
am und Knowledge in him? Col. 4 3. "Thirdly, Is he: 
not the Eternal God, who is wrthout beginning 
aud end of Life ? Heb. 7. 3. — 
and for ever ? Heb. 13. 8. Hurthij, And ean he 

able that is ſo? Fifthly, And muſt he not needs be On 


nipreſent, who is in Heaven and Earth at one and 


the ſame time? John 3. 13. Mat. 18. 20. & 28. 20. 


As 18. 10. Sixthiß, And who can deny that the 


don of God hath Creative Powers, by whom all 
Things were cteated that are in Heaven and Earth, 
viſible and. inviſible ? Col. 1. x6. And Seventhly, Is 
he not Independent, and neceſſarily Exiſtent, who is 


JzHovan? Fer.23-6. And is the IAM John 9. 


58. Rev. 1. 8, 11. 


Shall we ſay chat the Son of God is only Ruler or 


Governour, by the Will of the Father, who is dig-- 
nĩſied with all theſe Attributes of the True God? Is it 
not evident, That this Man holds that there was a 
time when the Son of God was not God, meaning be- 


fore the Father made him Ruler or Goveradur >? And 


what is this but to rank God our Saviour with 
finite mortal Men, who are Gods by Office > Are 


not Magiſtrates, Rulers or Governours by the Win 
of God, and expreſly called Gods, and all of them 


the Children of: the Moſt Hi „cho they die like o- 
ther Men? Pſal. 82.6, 7. John 10. 33-38. But muſt 


he that is really and truly God in a proper ſenſe, be 


counted no more than Deus factus, a made God, tho 
he made all Things, and has all the Marks and Cha- 
racters of the True God belonging to him? But was 
he not God with God beſore the Creation, when there 
was no Creature to rule or govern? Nun . 1. - Oughr 
we not ſeriouſly to conſider” that? 

Now whether the faithful People at N. are not of- 
fended, becauſe he not only believes but teaches, That 
the Son of God; who is their Lord and their God, 
and the Lord God of all the Saints, (John 20; 28.) is 
r OY 8 whereas ers 

ye. 


* Days, 
* days . 
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' bleſſed for ever? And whether his 


| fend to chat former Poſtdion, it being falſe ty a Dembnftya- 


God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - Oe Per fon, 


= 8 ins wt Query) oven God the 
- Father ? 


; (#6- y 
lieve he is God by Nature, the true God, God der al, 
ale this Dvc= 


trine gerber than barely believing it, be not the ron 
Cauſe y divers bonell Souls have forſakeén his Ni- 


niſtry; becauſe, according to their protenttebng 
he has taught them very corrupt . Doctrine, 
which they eannot abide to hear bocaniſe it diminiſing 
the Dignity, and eclipſes the Glory of him "whott | 
they count and call their Lord and their God? * 
very 8. Or, Becauſe he believes, that That one 
which the Apoſtles ſaid was the God and Father e our Lor 
Jeſus Chriſt, is better known and diſcoveredzo Men, ly hut 
peculiar Name, the God "of Chrift, and by his wonderful 
Works, and admirable Attributes, than Vy the bare Name 
of Father, Son, and. Holy Ghoſt : and. becauſe he cumbt 


8 38 0.8. What is that firmer Pau, that he ſaith 


is falſe to a Pemonſtration? Who knoWs what Pofirion 


that is? Is not here again a Relative without an An- 


tecedent? For hath he told us what that former Po- 


ſition is? Or, hath he not rather left us br nts what 
it is? Perhaps it is ſome Poſition which 
profeſſed for Truth, contrary to that which . 


to be ſo now; if ſo, why doth he not tell hat it is, 


and where to ind it, and make it appar: to de falfe 
to a Demonſtration? 


But doth he not, by this; declare that "a is not of 


the ſame Faith which he was inſtructed into, and did 
own formeriy! If ſo, is it not plain that he is an un- 


ſtable- minded Man, that is given to thahge? And 
who can much depend upon ſuch a Man for à Guide ? 
For who can tell what this Man's Faith will be awhile 


hence, ſeeing a wavering-mibded-Man is like a Wave 


of the Sea, driven withthe' Wind and toſſed, and i is 
unſtable in all his Ways? & 1 3); 
But is not that Gol whichtho Apoſites talled the” 


| (2704 
2 2 How then ſhould he be made knows to Men, 
by the Name my Father, and of the Son, and 781 
the Hoh bo? Who ever ſaid that One Perſon is 
Three? But is there no other Perſon that bears the 
Name of God, who is really and truly God, but the. 
Nn of God the Father? 


And is not the word God, in Holy $cripture, ſome- 
times to be underſtood of God ellevrially, i.e. for 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt? and other times Per- 
fonally of the Father, or the Son, or the Holy Ghoſt ? 
1. Is it not plain, That God is meant Eſſentially, in 
Gen. 1. 1, 26, 27. & 5. 1, 2. Doth not the word L de- 
note a Plurglity of Perſons in the Godhead? And is 
it not plaify that the Son is Creator? Col. 1, 16. and 
the Holy Ghoft alſo? Fob 33. 4. 

2. Again, Isnot = God of Knowledge, God Ex 
Jentially ? 1 Sam. 2. 3. Pſal. 44 21. For doth not the 
Son know all Things? Sohn 16. 30. & 21. 17. And 
ſearch the Heart? Rev. 2. 18, 23. And may not the 
ſame be ſaid of the Holy Gh? 1 Cor. 2. 10, 11. 

3. Is it not God Eſſentially who fills Heaven and 
Earch with his Preſence? Fer. 24. 23, 24. For doth 
not the Son do fo ? John 3. 13. Mut. 18. 20. G 28. 20 · 
And the Holy Ghoſt alſo ? Hſal. 139. 7. 

4. And when we read of the Eternal God, Dev. 33. 
27. * it not to be underſtood of God Eſfmntially ? For 
is not the Son Eternal? Prov. 8. 23. Mich. 5. 2. Heb, 
7. 3, And is not the Holy Ghoſt Eternal alfo ? Heb. 9. 14. 

Now, who queſtions whether God the Father be 
meant in thoſe Texts? But the great Queſtion is, 
whether the Sn and Holy Ghoſt be compretienided in 
them, and whether it does not appear to be fo, 10 4 
Demonſtration ? to uſe his own Words. And might we 
not multiply Scriptures, to prove, that God is fome- 
times meant of Go, od Eflartaly, of the Father, Son, 
and Nu, Chet? 1 


But is it not 20 evident, that at other times the 
Scripture ſpeaks of 83552 or ; of che Ruther, or 


the Son, or the Nh Ghoſt 


»{(28) 
In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God, &c. Doth for God, in 
the firſt place, ſignify God the Father? and God, in 
the ſecond place, God the Son? And is not the word 
God, in Heb: 1.8, plainly expreſſed to be meant of God 
the Son? And is it not clearly meant of God the Holy 
Ghoſt, in Afs 5.3,4.? And may not any judicious 
Reader find abundance more Inſtances of the like na- 
ture? To inſtance one more, There is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and Men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, &c. 
1 Tim. 2. 5. Is it not plain here, that God is meant 
Per ſonally of God the Father? And the Mediator that 
is ſpoken of, Is it not meant plainly of God our Savi- 
our, who became Man for our ſakes; and was God in 
the Fleſh, God with us? Would we know his Fitneſs 
to be'a Mediator between God and us'; between his 
Father and us Sinners? How emphatically doth rhe 
Apoſtle-expreſs this, when he tells us, it is the Mau 
Chriſt Feſus ! Would we know what Man that is? 
May we not ſee that in Zech. 13. . to be the Man that 
is Fellow to the Lord of Hoſts? What is he not able 
to do for us, who is the Man Chriſt Jeſus, Fellow to the 
Lordof Hoſts ? Is not ſuch a Man an extraordinary 
Man, who, tho he is Man, is alſo God; yet not the 
Perſon of God the Father, but another Perſon in the 
ſame Godhead, even God the Son? "= 
And is it notas obſervable, That the whole God- 
head is ſometimes ſpoken of as one Perſon ; which gave 
occaſion to the Sabellians to hold, that there is but one 
Perſon in the Godhead ; whereas it is plain in other 
Scriptures, that there is a Plurality of Perſons in ane and 
the ſame Godhead (a); or, if you will, a Trinity in Uni+ 
555 and Unity in Trinity, which hath been the general 
received Opinion of all Orthodox Chriſtians. T7 
Now, whether the miſſing of this Diſtinction, which 
the Scripture makes between God Eſſential, and God 
Perſonally, be not the ground of many Mens Miſtakes 
in this weighty Point of Faith? And, whether a ſoy 


ber 


(. Gu, 1. 26. chap. 3. 28. chip, 1.7 If. 6.8. 1 
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ber r horpar may not be very uſeful tg 
this Man, and many others? beet * 

Query 9. Whether it be Juftifable, from 8 
any Perſon or Perſons, to make their Credentials the Rule 
and Meaſure ¶ their Paſtor's Miniftry or Preaching ? Or, 
Whether the Dottrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles doth not 


contain ſufficient Matter, well explain d, for a Rule both of 


Paith, Practice, and Preaching ? r 
Anti- Q. 9. Their Credentials! If by Credentials, in 


this place, he means, as that word is commonly under- 


ſtood amongſt Stateſmen, i. e. for Letters of Credit and 
Recommendation ; What Credentials have thoſe People 
either received or delivered? And how have they 
made thoſe Credentials the Rule and Meaſure of their 
Paſtor's Miniſtry ? And do not thoſe People allow, as 
truly as any People, that the Doctrine of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, is a ſufficient Rule of Faith, Practice, and 
Preaching ? And do they not adhere to it accordingly ,? 
And does it not from hence, that his Preach- 
ing offended that Pao le who have forfaken his Mini- 
{try ? But is not the faid Rule a good Rule, when it is 
not well explained, as certainly as when it is? | 
Query 10. Whether the Prophets, Chriſt, or his Apoſtles 
have any where revealed the abſtract metaphyſical Nature 
of Father, Son, and Spirit, to us, in Scripture? And, 
Whether we be commanded to make that an Article of our 
Faith, ' either that they are, or are not One in Eſſence? If 
not; Whether we ought to enjoin it one upon another,” aud 
quarrel about it ? Ah | N 
Anti- O. 10. Do we not all agree, That if the Pro- 
phets, Chriſt, or his Apoſtles have revealed any Di- 
vine Myſteries to the Children of Men, they are to 
be found in the Scriptures? But, who ever pretended 
that they, either in the Scriptures, or any where elſe, 
have reveal d the abſtratt metaphyfical Nature of God, 
any otherwiſe than to inform us that God is a Spirit? 
But have they not, withal, revealed very plainly, 


that the Divine Eſſence or Godhead is but One, and 


that the Father is God, Fam. 3. 9. and the ma 


1s * that which is reveale conce 


bra are wot Us E, 2 ? It there be Three itio} 


un d de f. , de. 


5. Heb. 1. 8. LE ) whe Ran Ghoſt 
1. 8. 1 Joh. 20. 
vod, Ati, 5. 3, 4. and chat theſe, ThrGe.arc © Ow? a) 
x John. 5: 7. Now they are either One 
then ways One. But who is able to prove, has 
are any hg bbs e One than 0 "i ven Sit nk K 
ſerving, That ig is n or (aid 
Tees that bear Witneſs i in Earth, 5 oy 75 
One, as ver. 8. but exprelly, bar theſe Three Are On 
a e Difference, 1255 on purpaſe· 


Far G. are Oue oo, ye they not be dhe 471 = 
Eſſęence of ed? And 


„L. 5 


Or, can the 


to be 

zecounted a "OR of our Faith? rig 1 2 
to any, mor 

And as for quart PN Hort theſe Things: Who 
began the Qua rrel among that People where he was 
Paſtor ? * they not Ting the, 1 ain P on o 
the Doctrine of the 7: wh hs . 
them? Aud dd e 15 re co t 
ang from to he of their Mind? How came t e to 

r 2 Did ney he himſelf diſquiet them, and 

2 Quarrel, by teachin them. Th at God * 775 
is: the Ultimate Objeft of Diviue 55 ſhip, exc Iufrve of 
Son, or any other Being; and that there are Three diſtin 
Beings in the Godhead, aud not Numerically (ve 3 audthat 
te Son is God by Office : with gther aPpendenr Doc- 

ines of the like kind ? Was | it pot this that mad 
; e Strife none them? And would he hav it to 
No Article of Faith now, That the thery, 17 and 
He ado vx Be or are not Ons in E Why then 
did he teach the Negative part him; elf, That 


ings in the Goqhead, a t 1 For vf One, arg 
7 2. hat i is 


re not Three P Pine Effences ?. F Nod 
An 


difference N dein anc nat e 
reach, That. the Þ r Ll Huy oly G | are not 
fg To 1 5 855 e ahai Ts 


One 


SS Dads . Or A 


„ (it) s 
| O50 Elente; on ſe that Peop 1e M jd believe 
it an Arelche of their Faltd ? d was · ic 
At into his on red, ang inade an Area n 
own Faith? But What! would he Have it quite 
ted now, and leave it IA a thing dolibtful, whe her 
the Father, Son, aud Spirit are, or are 7 One in K 
ſence'? © Dbes not this that the NI 55 is of a wa- 
 yetin Ky and dee e) iu his Opinion? 
N wewtr, Will ir nör be bis Prodence to conkidery 
in fober fadnels, whit Früſes that Strife hath: . 
64, Which Fi tele rg ö an Mecheln? Whar at Glory ® 
th redoundet ti God by it? What Edific 
otffolation to the Chure Ur God, or what edit to 
Religſon? Whir Profit' to the Souls of öther Men, or 
t Peace and Comfort to his own Soul? 
Sptedendds he is ignorant in many Things: And 
* we ate all; tho ſome are better Lalichtned t 
others. But why then did he not forbear meddling with 
Things which are above his Underſtanding, which he 
to be ignorant of? Had he not dne better, 
to haye taught the People ** . Do&trines as he 
is not fgfforant of, oven: plain owe Traths, thr 
might have made eee = 17 5 than to fi 
their Heads with ne and ſtrange Doarines, to n 
Animoſity and Strife amon Km ? Wou'd not 
have been more for. the Glory of God, the Peaee 6 
the Chitreh, and the Content of his own Soul? Wou'd 
not cis have more obliged che People to love e 
57 Mer. and to 8 for the Benefi 


But What Oceafion ha 2'Man to com lain of 4 
Quattel, of which titiſelf is the Author aud ch 
Promoter? 


'To Oo ver o Bk. 


Is it not as rational, upon Revilation Principles, to to | 
believe, That there is a Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of 
the Godhead, as to believe there is any God at all, who - 
made the World ? n anſwer it. | 1 
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ſelves, and much eaſier 
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If the Doctors of Reaſon, as they call themſelves; - 
ſhould ackoſt you in their uſual mer, BY e 
It's againſt all the Reaſon in the World to believe, ih 


is Three, and Three is One. Ask them concerning that 
which is viſible every clear Day, that is, che Bs 
the Firmament of 1 > which is mavifeſt. ro; our 
| ier for us to make Judgment of 
than of God, whom no Man hath ſeen, nor can Jee ; hath 
it not its Body, Light, and Heat, and are not theſe Three 
One un? Doth it not appear from hence, that One 


may be Three, and Three may be One? Was the Body 


of the Sun ever without its Light and Heat? Or, is it 
poſſible it can be a Sun, without Light and Heat ? 
And is it not as rational to believe, that God the Fa- 
ther ever had his Son, and Spirit, as to believe the 
Body of the Sun ever had its Light and Heat? For 
is it poſſible, that God the Father ſhould be God, 
without his Word, his Wiſdom, his Power of manifeſting 
himſelf, or of | ww as he hath ever done, and ever 
will do? And could this be without his Son and 
28 ? And if we allow that God the Father is an 
TERNAL BeinG, that is of and from. himſelf, 
without Cauſe or Beginning, (as we muſt, unleſs we 
be Atheiſts) why mayn't we. as well believe that he 
begat his Son from Eternity, and had his Spirit from 
Eternity F ., : - 3 ee 
If the foreſaid Doctors ſhould fall upon you in their 
bantring way, and tell you, That that cannot be called 
Generation, or Origination, which never began to: be Gene- 
rated, or Originated ; becauſe that which never began to be 
a doings was, never done; and therefore Eternal Genera- 
tion is Eternal Nonſenſe. Only ask them ſoberly, har 
Reaſon have you to believe that a BEIN O can be without 
a Beginning? Or, Can that have a BRH No that never began 
to BE? Then a Fool may ask the next Queſtion, 
Where is your God? No more but ſo; I have done. 
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Mr: ion GRAN THA Mus Faith 
| about the — and . 7 
Chriſt. 


In the Tear 1 6- 1, he publiſhed a Book intitled 
A Sigh for Peace, in Anſwer to a Book in- 

Titled, A Search for Schiſm ; in which, in 
P. 104. he ſaith, 
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formers: Ny ? Iehink there is ſo much as one Con - 
gregation in England that 2008 ſuch a thing (for 
* Particulars ro Man may ſpeak) however 2 this 
Occaſion I can do no leſs than proteſt againſt that 


Opinion, as à moſt —— Conceit; nothing infe- 


rior to theirs that deny that glorious and bleſſed Perſon 
to be God by Nature: for as the one denies his Min- 
hood, the other denies his Godhead, and ſo between 
them we have little left to fix on for our Redemption 
and Salvation. 
And I have hewed. my Didike to cheſe Con- 
ceits, (to fay no more at preſent) ſo I A te. re- 
quiſite to profeſs .my Faith in this Caſe, as I have 
been taught, and as I have believed, and as a truſt) 1 
ſhall hold faſt to the End. le, 

That Faith which I have leafned, and i is the ED of 
our Churches generalh, | is — + 
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Firſt, That the Lord Feſus, the Saviour of the World, 
is (red by Nature; and therefore | of one Subſtance with | 
the Father as touching his Godhead. He is called, The 
only Begotten af the Father; The expreſs Image af 
his Fathers Perſon; The true God, and Eternal 
Life ; The Lord Almighty. | It is he by whom the 
Worlds were made; without him nothing was made, 
which was made. He is that very Lord who in 
the Beginning laid the Foandation & the Earth} and 
the Heavens are the Work of his Hands. He is the 
Alpha and Omega, the Firſt and the Laſt. He is ſaid 
to be before all Things, and by him all Things con- 
fiſt. He is the I A M, who being in the Form of 
God, thought it not. R ry to be Equal with 
God. He is God over all, blefle$for ever, Amen: 

I conclude then, that He of whom. theſe Libjngs are 
ſpoken, is doubtleſs God ** Nature. 


Secondly. This Lord Fefus, the Saviaur of the ml 
is Mou by Nature. He was made lower than the 
Angels; he took not on him the Nature of Angels, 
but the Seed of Abraham. He is of one Subſtance 
with his Church as touching his Manhood ; and for 
that Cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them Brethren, 
As they are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo 
| himſelf likewiſe tock Part of the lame. He was 
made of a Woman, raiſed up af the Fruit of David 5 
Loinc according to the Fleſh. He is David's Sun; 
called frequentiy a Man, and the Son of Man, He 
had the Properties ang:-Infixmities of Man in all 
things, Sin] excepted... This his Rirth; Grow 
Manner of Life, gnd Death do declare. I conclude 
then, He of whom zheſe Things may be ſaid is Man 
by Nature. The ſhort is this, 

Jieſis che Saviour ** Wald was before al Things; 
and he that made all Wings; therefare. he is God by 
Natura. Jaſus the Lau f the World was born in 
time, and ſuffered Death, " was ſlag; thergfare he is 
© "Man by Nature. | — Y 
et 
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(35) | 
Vet more ſhortly : This Jeſus is Immanuel, or God- 

Man in one Perfox..; . | 1 | 
This was the antlent Faith of the baptized Churches 
generally, when Mr. Grantham publiſhed his Book, in- 
titled 4A Sigh for Peace. It was the ſame Faith which 
e had been taught, and had earned, and. believed; 
and he taught it unto others, and he truſted he ſhould 
hold it faſt to the End, and ſo he did, 4s is evident 


from the dying Words of that holy Man of God, 


which he ſpoke within two Minutes of his happy 
and triumphant Death, as it is teſtified under the 
Hands of eight of his Friends that were preſent at 
his Departure; to whom he recommended his La- 
'bours by ' Preaching and Printing, to ſtrengthen 
them: And withal he told them, that he lived and 
died in the ſame Faith which he had taught; and that 
it was according to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
which (ſaith he) I would have you ſtand ſtedfaſt 
unto the End, not wavering ; but fight the good 


Fight of Faith, and lay hold on Eternal Life. A 
little after he ſaith, 


"To be fhort, I muſt leave you; do not grieve nor mourn 
for me; tho I die, I Hall riſe to Glory. have con- 
quered the Iafernal Enemy by Faith, and have made the 
Way plain and eaſy to me. And now 1 commit you to 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; and the Love of God, 
may the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with- you all. 
Amen. N 27 | 4 
Thus we ſee the Faith of bleſſed Graurbam about 
the Divinity and the Humanity of our dear Redeem- 
er; and that he died joyfully in the ſteady Belief 
of the ſame Faith, which he had taught unto others. 
And that he was as ſtedfaſt in the Doctrine of the 
ſtrated in his Fo- 


ever-bleſſed Trinity, is fally 
lis Book, intitled, Chrifti Primiti vus, Book 


II. Part I. chap. 2. ſect. 3. p. 40. wherein he ſaith, 

As Chriftian Doctrine but one cnly true God, fo 

it recommendeth us for the ample diſcovery ( attain- 

able in this World) of 1 and eternal Godhead, uno 
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the NamrofFartHeRr, Son, and HoLyYSpiki r, 
which ſome call the x1n1TyY, a;Phraſe no way;offenfiye 
to Chriſtianity. And he quotes 1 Jh 5. 7. For there 
are Three that bear record in Heaven, &c. and ſo he 
proceeds. we 23-14 | ; 

Alſo in his St, Paul's Catechiſm, which he recoms 
mends to all Parents and Maſters of Chriſtian Fami- 
lies, and declares that by the bleſſing of God, he had 
found it to be uſeful in his own Family. By which 
it appears, that he did defire that all under his Care 
ſhould be well grounded in the Doctrine which he 
there teacheth, where in p. 4. he diſcourſeth concern- 

ing the Knowledge of the true God, and ſait, 

P. That God is one, or there is but one true and 
living God, Deut. 6. 4. Exod. 20. 3. 1 Cor. 8. 4, 5,6. 
John 17. 3. who hath revealed himſelf in the Goſpel 
by the Name of the Futher, Son, arid Holy Ghoſt, Mat. 
28. 19. and theſe Three are One, 1 John 5. 7. Iſa. 6. 3. 

Again, in p. 20. of the ſaid Catechiſm, he ſaith, 
We are firmly to believe that God is, Heb. 11.6. and 
that there is no other God but One, Mark 12. 32, 34. 
This God is made known to us by three Denomina+ 
tions, eſpecially, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, Mat. 28. 19. 1 John5.7. 1 Tim. 3. 16. John 

„ 5 N 

Then he commends the Nicene Creed, wherein 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is declared to be f ons Subſtance? 

uit h the Fut her, in oppoſition to the Arians; and faith, 

I much reverence this Confeſſion of Faith, for its ex- 

cellent Brevity, and eſpecially for the ſolidity of the 

Matter: and then he proceeds to explain ſome Paſſa 

ges in it, as may he ſeen in p. 21, 22. 

This is the Falth which that emi 


Pr 


hs. 
nent Servant. of 


Chriſt profeſſed, maintained, and died in the Belief 
of, and hath recommended to all Chriſtians. Many 
other Paſſages in his Works do concur with theſe that 
I have cited. One is —_— in a Manuſcript 

Letter, which he wrote to A general Aſſembly of bap- 
.tized Believers in London, not in his own Name only, 
en | - but 


bur i in the Name of an Aſembly y, of Elders and B 
* thren, related to the Churches of obs ame Faith a 


7 | ; 


Order in the County of Lincoln, Ille of Arbolm, 7 47 
4; patrs of Metin banmſbirt, with the Cancurrence of, two 


Elders in Peterborough, namely, Iſaac. Spence, and: Abel 
Lane. Theſe all 1 


ulovel in ie Lj. 


41 7 4s we have turd: of ls er 
Diſcords in your Afſembly—— and this chief- 
** ly about the Doctrine: which concerns the Divi- 
< nity and Humanity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; We 
* could not but ſignify” to ! you that it is very 

cc vous to us, to find our ſelves,” and the reſt Fig 


a Charchos-concern'd'in your Aſſembly, to beſo great. 


iy diſappointed, while we have been expecting from 
« you that which might have a natural Tendenc) 
to the-eſtabliſhment 'of the Cburches in Fpurity &* 
c Truth and'Peace.- 
„ — We do therefore beſcech” you ene all 
& Things next to the Glory of God, That you ſuffer 
c no New or Strange Doctrine to obtrude/ upon the 
«© Churches, and more eſpecially concerning the God- 


© head, from whence the whole Body of Chriſtia is , 


« Do&rine hath its trüe Value and Uſcfalneſs: 
© have been baptized into the Name of the Fu ess 
di of the Syn; and of the Hy Ghoſt, as ON x 

* and yet do certainly believe that our Lord Chriſt, 
e the Son of the living God, was alſo truly, and 
“ indeed the Son of Man, or mw Seed of 3 David 


« according to the Fleſh. | And.,we know not any 


Church in England; or el{gwhere related to us, 
that wasplanted in any Faith contrary to this.” 


I did not think it needful to' tranſcribe the whole 
Letter; but only ſo much 
poſe ; by which we may ſee the antiem Faith of the 


baptized Churches in England, and in particular the 


| ® 


Ah, the Minds 7 to Fol ak Al 2 


"anſwers my preſent pur- _—_— 
2 - 


Fa. 
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Faith 6f that great and encellen Vf4g M. Tomas 
 Grmithan,” which he profeſſed, defended. and lived, 4 
and died in, and recommended to all che Faithful, 
He was 4 durning and ſhinihg Light in his Day, an 

the Churches were willing for a Seaſoh to tejoice in 
his Light. And his Memory will” be pr reclous to ſuc- 
ceeding N 01a n un 
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Now let us ſee as the Lv 2nd Pious 
Vr. Gale bath ſaid 1 fa Preſet Teint of Faxth. 


In the, Firſt Volume of LE 137, 138. 
he ſaith, © Eren the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
— rr teaches the ſtric Unity of that one God, be- 
2 f ſides whom there is, ho, ther, either equal or 
[1 inferior and ſubordinate; and that thexFather, Son, 

64 and Tre that, ae aply, woſt ; Lightly. Heſed 
« «or, euer more ine, I ſay, tho it be the 
U chief Mark at which ſome Men really aim all the 
4% Arguments in favour of the uſe of Reaſon in 
< Religion, has nothing unreaſonable. in it, but thay 
ce be ealily mzintain'd againſt all the weak Efforts 
< thoſe, Men ate able do uke. When all their 
7 poor Objeck ions and; Difheulties are drawn to- 
ist with the utmoſt Strength and Forte, and 
2 & plac'd,,io- the; ſtr ongeſt Oader, a little Conſidera- 
7 2 05 will how us very plaialy; that they are no- 
| ug elfe but groundleſs Imaginations and un- 
« reqlhnahie Supper itious-of their own; the things 
they argus againſt are not unreaſonable, but the 
. Principles thay argue upon are maniteftly. ſo! : for 
« at the bottom they all mu upon this alone, that 
d we muſt judge and reaſon oi the manner of the 
e Exiſtence of Gods from: what we know of the 
25 Properties and. Manner of the Exiſtence of Bodies, 
a Poſition, which _ alva are r to 
2 dun. 1 e 5 J 
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f really diſtinct from one another, are yet but one 
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8 8 3 x ( 39.) WEE SL "I 
In the third Volume p. 321. © He faith, te 8 
fa Arguing of ſome Men againſt Scripture. Doc? e 
4 trine of the Sacred Trinity would be all imme- 
% 'diately given up with a Bluſh, being afl o wing 
entirely to the negle& of this Conſide ration, that 
the. Nature of God, and his manner of Exiſtence © © 
„are incomprehenſible. Is it not therefore only ' «+ 
* pretended. to be abſurd, to ſup ſe that the Fa- * 
© ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, being ſome how or other 


5 . * * N 
, * W ot SINE : 
„ 8. ed | 
T7 . * 
. 24 7 


* ' 
. | 


8 : 
11 * * el C 
"24 55 F =. \ 
d - : — 


> 
* 


4 


* God?” * | | 

Much more to the ſame purpoſe is ſaid by the 
famous Dr. Gale; but this is enough to ſhew what 
was his. Serigture Dactriue af the facred and moſt 
adorable Trinity, This is the eld Fhith, which wiſe 
and holy Men have maintained: To which I ſhall. N 
ſubjoin ſome Words of the pious 'Grantham, Whick 
he ſpake to chis eſſect, at the Ordination of two 5 
Elders: © Brethren (ſaid he) as you are obliged to 

teach and maintain the Truth, beware that you | 
© be not led away with neu and ſtrange Dodriness 4 
« you may be ſure that all that can be ſaid againſt | 
te the Faith which we profeſs, hath been urged and ; 
ce anſwered by one or other in former Times; tho SA 
« ſome things at firſt fight may ſeem to be true, | 
be not fond of them, all new Doftrines are falſe, 
they are but old Errors newly reviv'd.” 8 

I ſhall conclude with the Divine Words oof 4%. 

bleſſed Author to the Hebrews, Heb. 13.9. Be ws © © 0 
carried about with divers and ſtrange Doctrine Fr it 

it a good thing that the Heart be eſtabliſhed'with Grace, not 
with Meats, which have not profited ths 
vccupied therein. 5 . 
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: BOOKS fold by Journ Danny in 
; Bartholomew - Cloſe. 


SZRMONS preac ch'd upon. by 
late Reverend and Learned Dr. 7 To which 
+ prefix d an Account of his Life. In four Volumes. 


Reflections on Mr. Valle Hiſtory of Infant Ba bs 


ſeve ral Letiers to a Friend. 577 Jon Gale. 
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